ABSTRACT. Salvia aucheri Benth. (Lamiaceae) is a species endemic to Turkey, and the name is lectotypified herein. Two varieties were previously recognized, as S. aucheri var. aucheri and S. aucheri var. canescens Boiss. & Heldr.; the infraspecific taxa are recognized here as subspecies. During revisionary work on Turkish Salvia L., we determined that S. aucheri subsp. canescens (Boiss. & Heldr.) Celep, Kahraman & Dogan differs from subspecies aucheri not only morphologically, but also geographically and phenologically, and both taxa are typically allopatric.
accepted as a local endemic within S. aucheri, similar to Boissier and Heldreich's 1879 treatment. Three other previously accepted varieties of the species (S. aucheri var. amethystea Emb. & Maire, S. aucheri var. aurasiaca Maire, and S. aucheri var. mesatlantica Maire) were later transferred to the North African species S. blancoana Webb & Heldr. ex Walp. (Figuerola, 1987; Figuerola et al., 1990) .
Since 2005, the authors have carried out extensive field studies, collecting Salvia aucheri across its distributional range. These specimens were crosschecked with material housed at various herbaria (ANK, BM, E, G, GAZI, HUB, ISTE, and K). These field and herbarium studies demonstrate that the infraspecific taxa of S. aucheri are closely related, but differ at the subspecies level ( Table 1 ). The taxa also differ in terms of their geographic distribution and phenology. Salvia aucheri and its subspecies canescens are both known from the Mediterranean region of Turkey, but according to Davis's grid system (1965) , the former is distributed across the C5 and C6 grid squares while the latter is known only from the C4 grid square. Our field studies are also consistent with the Flora of Turkey (Hedge, 1982) and Flora Orientalis (Boissier, 1879) .
Flowering of Salvia aucheri subsp. canescens occurs in June(-July); however, flowering of subspecies aucheri occurs for a longer interval, from June to August(-October) (Hedge, 1982; Celep, pers. obs.) . Because of the morphological, chorological, and phenological differences, the taxa should be distinguished at the subspecies level. 
